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on our website, it was now taking more time and a bit
more effort for us to place the older and special needs
pets. Fortunately, by the end of summer, adoptions
were back up, in no small part due to the influx of
kittens.

FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM
Please join us on Facebook and Instagram to keep up
to date on our new pets, adoptions and Happy Tails.
Our social media followers are an important part of
helping us spread the word about adoptable and lost
pets.

As we approach the end of the year, adoptions are
strong. There is tremendous demand for our low-cost
monthly spay/neuter clinics and our foster families
continue to increase our capacity to help pets in need
by caring for kittens, mom cats and their litters, guinea
pigs, senior pets, and pets with special needs.

SHELTER UPDATE
We started 2021 with all of our Covid safety measures
still in place and a continued surge in adoptions. With
people continuing to work from home, owning a pet
became possible for many who had not previously had
a compatible lifestyle. We even had a brief shortage of
pets in April, with more potential adopters than pets
available. We quickly remedied that situation by
reaching out to the statewide Animal Control Officers
Association of Massachusetts, adding an owner
surrender form to
our website, and
spreading the word
on social media
that we could take
in more pets.

It’s no surprise that 2021 was another challenging year,
but we are pleased with
how we were able to
mitigate the impact it
had on our operations.
We miss the visitors we
used to welcome at the
Shelter, especially the
kids, and look forward to
a time when they can
return.
We
truly
appreciate the support of
our community. We
couldn’t do it without the
work of our small staff,
our volunteers and our
supporters.

In June, when
some companies
started to recall
employees to the
office and people
began
planning
vacations again, we
saw a noticeable
slowdown in adoptions and increased requests to
surrender pets. Whereas from March 2019 almost
every pet had been adopted shortly after being posted

HELP US MEET THE CHALLENGE
The Medfield Animal Shelter is pleased to announce
our year-end fundraiser is back. A group of longtime
shelter supporters will match every dollar donated to
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the Medfield Animal Shelter between November 15,
2021, and January 15, 2022 — up to $25,000! That
means if you donate $50, it will be matched with an
additional $50, therefore making a total of $100
available to help us care for the animals. Previous
matching challenge fundraisers have helped us raise a
significant portion of our operating budget, and it is the
only fundraiser we do all year. We are grateful to be
part of a community that supports our mission and the
donors who contribute year after year.

Jacqui left the position in 2015 to move to Oregon for
her husband’s job but returned to
us in 2016 in the Assistant
Manager position. Since then,
her unique ability to network and
build relationships with other
animal welfare organizations in
Massachusetts has continued to
be a driving force in helping
homeless animals find loving
homes.

2021 has been a challenging year. Some of the ways
the community typically helps us, such as company or
school fundraisers and kids' lemonade stands, are
significantly curtailed during a pandemic.

Jacqui enjoys many hobbies such
as gardening, kayaking, beekeeping, bird watching, and
reading (primarily animal-related) literature. All of us
at the Shelter hope that Jacqui will find the perfect
niche for herself in her future endeavors. We will miss
you, Jacqui!

Our adoption rate has
stayed high even with all
the changes we made to
keep our employees and
volunteers safe. Many of
the "pandemic pets" placed
have brought some muchneeded love, companionship, and fun to their new
homes, and we are happy to be here to help.

We are fortunate to have found a new assistant
manager who is excited to join the team! Kaitlyn
O’Dell has a Bachelor’s Degree in Veterinary
Technology from Mt. Ida/UMass Amherst and has
worked with dogs and cats in various veterinary and
husbandry roles. She is passionate about animal
welfare and ensuring the safety and well-being of all
pets. She and her husband share their home with two
rescued dogs, a beagle named Shae and Gideon, a lab
mix. Welcome, Kaitlyn!

The Matching Challenge is open to anyone wishing to
support the Medfield Animal Shelter, so please help us
spread the word and donate if you can. To make a taxdeductible donation online, click on the Donate button
on MedfieldShelter.com or mail your donation to:
Medfield Animal Shelter
P.O. Box 271
Medfield, MA 02052

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
If you love pets, and you have some free time, you can
make a difference by volunteering at the Shelter. You
get to work with fun people, spend time with our pets,
and make a difference
in the community. You
could even get your ten
thousand steps in by
taking our dogs for
walks!

A donation to the Shelter in honor of a relative or friend
makes a great gift. We will send a photo card to the
honoree to let him or her know of your tribute.

FAREWELL JACQUI WALTERS &
WELCOME KAITLYN O’DELL
Our dedicated Assistant Manager, Jacqui Walters,
recently decided to leave the life of leashes and litter
scoops to pursue other interests. Jacqui started at the
Shelter as its Manager and first employee in 2011 and
quickly proved to be an invaluable asset to the
organization. She was especially talented at recruiting
new volunteers and foster homes, thereby increasing
the Shelter’s ability to help more pets in need, which is
one of her passions.

Our cat and critter
volunteers help with
breakfast and dinner every day of the week. Our dog
volunteers help with breakfast and dinner and walk the
dogs at lunchtime and around 8:00 p.m.
Other volunteer positions include transporting pets to
and from vet appointments, helping with laundry, and
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outdoor maintenance such as leaf removal, weeding,
and other upkeep. We will provide training and you
will work side-by-side with experienced volunteers for
a few weeks to get comfortable with our procedures.
Since this takes a significant amount of staff time and
effort we ask you to commit to volunteering a
minimum of once a week, for at least six months. Most
volunteers cover one or two shifts per week, and a
typical shift takes one to two hours.

pandemic and lacked an outdoor place for visitors to sit
while waiting. Their idea was to make an "adopt
bench" that would provide outdoor seating and educate
people on the issue of buying pets from pet stores and
breeders instead of adopting. They built a very sturdy
bench featuring hand-painted pet images and a QR
code that takes you to a website they created to inform
people about the issues. Many visitors have been using
the bench, especially on sunny fall days.

If you are ready to volunteer, please fill out a volunteer
application on Medfieldshelter.com/volunteer.

NEW DONATION SHED
Paul Narkewich was recently awarded the rank of
Eagle Scout after completing the planning and building
of a substantial donation shed for the Medfield Animal
Shelter. We were delighted to be the project's
beneficiary, and the shed is already being well used.
Paul completed the project as a member of Troop 10 in
Medfield.

WISH LIST ON AMAZON.COM
We have a wish list on Amazon.com that makes it easy
to donate items we need. You can go to Amazon, click
on Wish List, search for Medfield
Animal Shelter and you will find a
list of the items we use most often.
We tried to choose items that would ship for free if
your order is over $35.

GIRL SCOUT SILVER AWARD
Claire Teany, Megan Mak, and Sofia Lozano from Girl
Scout Troop 74900 in Medfield recently presented the
Medfield Shelter this adorable outdoor bench! As

Paul approached the Shelter last summer about a
project he thought would benefit our organization. He
met with Shelter president Mike Barta, who proposed
building a donation shed modeled after some feral cat
houses constructed by David Jones for his Eagle Scout
project several years ago. The shed would serve as a
drop-off point for the plethora of food, cat litter, and
other supplies donated by community members daily.
Since the pandemic's beginning, we have had to stop
our open-door policy of allowing donors to walk into
the Shelter to drop off their donations. We were getting
by with some large Rubbermaid tubs but needed
something more spacious. The shed provides much
more capacity, protects the donated items from the

ardent supporters of animal rights, they chose a project
for their Girl Scouts Silver Award that is educational
and helps local animals. They knew the Shelter limits
the number of visitors inside the building due to the
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weather and makes it convenient for donors to drop off
items after hours.

when she calls him. Not every cat can acclimate to being
an indoor pet, so we are glad Oscar did his best to let us
know he is one of those cats.

The project included designing the shed, determining
the materials needed, procuring them, building the
shed and determining the ideal location for it. While
the Shelter covered the cost of the materials, the
Scouts, led by Narkewich, supplied the labor,
including installing a concrete pad to place the shed on.
The project was completed in September. Our thanks
go out to Paul, his dad and Troop 10.

PEOPLE & BUSINESSES TO THANK
• Electric Time, Medfield for donating proceeds
from the sale of the heart-shaped lawn stakes
they created using their materials and talents
• Medfield Boy Scout Troop 89 for donating
proceeds from their Christmas tree removal
service
• The Goodhearts Service Club from Dale Street
School in Medfield for their recent fundraiser.

OSCAR THE BARN CAT
Oscar (formerly Tommy) didn’t make it easy for us to find
him the right home.
Before finding his dream
job as a barn cat, he was
returned to us three times.
He wasn’t happy as an
indoor cat (or even an
indoor cat allowed outside
for leash walks) and
showed it by lashing out at
his adopters. Luckily,
when we decided to place
him as a barn cat, he found
the perfect person and
perfect setup. He was
grouchy at first, thus the name Oscar, but has acclimated
very well to patrolling the barn and grounds with his horse,
dog and duck friends by day and even agreed to start
coming inside at night. He comes when called, and his fans
on our Facebook page were delighted by the adorable

And a big thank you to Jim James, owner of
Park Street Books & Toys in Medfield, for
letting the group use the store’s patio!
• Medfield Village Dry Cleaners for their
collection drive.
They provided free
cleaning and
pressing of high
school graduation
gowns in exchange
for the donation of
an item from the Shelter’s wish list
• Life’s a Pooch, Medfield
for donating proceeds
from their “Name A
Pooch” fundraiser at
Medfield Day

• Prime Automotive Group, Westwood for
donating proceeds from their Corn Hole
Tournament fundraiser

video his owner made of him running as fast as he can
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• Carly from Westwood for her “Pins and Pencils
for Pets” fundraiser
• Express Business Center, Medfield for
collecting Shelter donations
• Medfield Lions Club for their donation from
their pre-Christmas tree sale
• The Platinum/Diamond Girls Gymnastics
Team at Broderick Gymnastics Academy in
Walpole for their donation of pet supplies
• Lauren Barbo and Jr’s Paws for a Cause for
hosting a very successful and fun Barktoberfest
event with proceeds benefiting the Medfield
Animal Shelter and canine cancer research and
treatment through Kyle’s Legacy Inc.
• Thunderworks for the calming products for
dogs that they brought to us as part of their
“ThunderBus Here Comes the Calm Tour”.

SOME OF OUR MANY SUPPORTERS

Alex from Boy Scout
Troop 89 Medfield
donating proceeds of
Christmas tree removal
service

THANKS TO OUR VETERINARIANS
We want to acknowledge our appreciation of our
partnering veterinarians for their kindness, generosity
and expertise. Thank you very much to:
• West Street Veterinary Clinic, Medfield
• Millis Animal Hospital, Millis
• Banfield Pet Hospital, Medfield & Westwood
• Rosario Delgado-Lecaroz, DVM, Upton
• Commonwealth Veterinary Hospital, Newton
• Tufts Luke & Lily Lerner Spay/Neuter Clinic,
Grafton
• Holmes Family Veterinary Clinic, Walpole
• Tufts Veterinary Emergency & Specialties,
Walpole

Donation of proceeds from selling
homemade dog treats and lemonade
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Lemonade stand donations

The Good Hearts Service Club from Dale St School

Girl Scout Troop 74900 seated on our new bench
Donating part of their allowance
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THANK YOU FOR CARING ABOUT THE ANIMALS!
The Medfield Animal Shelter has once again been given a very special opportunity. A small group of
kind and generous donors have offered to match all donations made between November 15, 2021
and January 15, 2022 — up to $25,000. Please take advantage of this exceptional opportunity to help
us raise the funds needed to continue our mission to save animals in 2022!
************************************************************************************
Donor’s Name: ______________________________________________________________________________
Street: _____________________________________________________________________________________
City:__________________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:____________
Email address: ______________________________________________________________________________
(We will only use your email address to send donation receipts by email in order to reduce our donation
processing labor. We will not use or share your email address for any other purpose.)

q Check here if you would prefer a printed donation receipt instead of an email donation receipt
Would you like to make a donation as a gift, in honor of a friend, or in memory of an animal lover?
q My gift is in honor of ______________________________________________________________
q My gift is in memory of _____________________________________________________________
Please send acknowledgement to:
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Street: _____________________________________________________________________________________
City:_________________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________
Occasion: (birthday, gift, etc.) __________________________________________________________________

************************************************************************************
PREFER TO DONATE ONLINE? You can make a donation from our website, MedfieldShelter.com,
by clicking on the Donate link. Or go directly to MedfieldShelter.com/donate
DOES YOUR COMPANY MATCH CHARITABLE GIFTS? Many companies will match
charitable contributions made by their employees. If your company has a qualifying program, request a
matching gift form from your employer and your donation can help even more pets.
CARE TO DONATE STOCK? Donations of stock are tax deductible at their full market value and
eliminate the need to pay capital gains tax. E-mail medfieldshelter@gmail.com to learn more.
Medfield Animal Shelter
P.O. Box 271
Medfield MA 02052

