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MEDFIELD ANIMAL SHELTER NEWSLETTER 
 MedfieldShelter.com   
 e-mail: info@MedfieldShelter.com 
 Tel: 508-359-8989 Issue 56 
 Join us on: Facebook.com/MedfieldAnimalShelter & Instagram.com/MedfieldShelter Fall/Winter 2022 

                     
FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM 

Please join us on Facebook and Instagram to keep up 
to date on our new pets, adoptions and Happy Tails. 
Our social media followers are an important part of 
helping us spread the word about adoptable and lost 
pets. 

SHELTER UPDATE 
We started 2022 with high hopes that the worst of the 
Covid pandemic was behind us, and began rebuilding 
our volunteer team, adding many new faces. While 
there still aren’t too many weeks when we don’t have 
a volunteer out sick, we now have a strong team of 
volunteers willing to fill an extra shift or two when 
needed. We plan to restart our youth group tours in 
2023 and are actively recruiting new volunteers 
interested in working with school-age kids. Our work 
educating 
kids about 
the care of 
domesticated 
pets is a key 
part of our 
mission, and 
we are eager 
to continue 
our programs. 
 
As we approach the end of the year, adoptions are 
strong, especially for cats and kittens. There is so much 
demand for our low-cost monthly spay/neuter clinics 
for cats that we are booked out three or four months in 
advance. Our foster families continue to increase our 
capacity to help pets in need by caring for kittens, mom 
cats and their litters, guinea pigs, senior pets, and dogs 
that need additional training and socialization. We are 

always looking for more families ready to open their 
homes to a foster pet. In almost every case, fostering is 
a rewarding activity for the whole family. 
 
Even with the pandemic-related challenges in 2022, we 
are pleased 
with the 
number of 
animals we 
have been 
able to 
provide 
with care 
and place in loving homes. We truly appreciate the 
support of our community which makes our work 
possible. For example, there are many weeks when we 
receive so many pet food donations that we can donate 
our extra food to local food pantries helping families 
struggling to feed themselves and their pets. We 
couldn’t fulfill our mission without the efforts of our 
small staff, our volunteers, and our generous donors. 
Thank you to everyone involved in making the Shelter 
a success. 
 
THE MATCHING CHALLENGE IS ON 

Holiday time marks the start of our year-end fundraiser 
and we’re thrilled to announce that once again, a group 
of longtime shelter supporters will match every dollar 
donated to the Shelter between November 15, 2022 and 
January 15, 2023—up to $25,000! 
 
Our supporters play a significant role in our ability to 
fulfill our mission of placing as many animals in need 
as we can in loving homes.  In 2021, over two thirds of 
our operating costs were covered by donations 
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enabling us to re-home 525 pets. That’s how important 
you are! 
 
The Matching Challenge 
is our only fundraiser of 
the year. Please donate if 
you can and spread the 
word. To make a tax-
deductible donation 
online, click on the 
Donate button on 
MedfieldShelter.com or 
mail your donation to: 
 

 Medfield Animal Shelter 
 P.O. Box 271 
 Medfield, MA 02052 
 

You can make your donation to the Shelter in honor of 
an animal-loving relative or friend. It’s the perfect gift!  
We send photo card acknowledgments to honorees that 
they’ll love to receive. 
 

 A FOND “SEE YOU LATER” 
TO SHERRYL 

Sherryl Bastarache, the Shelter’s Sunday assistant for 
the past four and a half years, recently left to pursue a 
full-time opportunity at the Millis Animal Hospital. 
She has always been passionate about helping animals, 
so she is a natural fit for her new position. 
 
Sherryl’s job at the Shelter included managing our 
Sunday volunteer crew, ensuring the animals were 
cared for and the dogs were walked, and taking in 
animals from owners or other rescues. In addition, 
Sherryl was an adoption counselor and she transported 

pets for the Shelter. 
While our assistant 
manager Kaitlyn 
was out on 
maternity leave, 
Sherryl filled in for 
her and covered 
times when our 

manager was on vacation or we just needed an extra 
pair of hands. One of Sherryl’s unique qualities is that 
she is always willing to open her home to foster pets, 
taking those special little kittens, cats, or dogs home 
with her to get extra love and attention. Sherryl will 
continue to be a foster, and for this we offer her our 
many thanks! 

During Sherryl’s free time, she enjoys her precious 
grandchildren, 3-year-old Alianna and newborn 
Declan,  and her sweet senior rescue dog, Sherman. 
 
Instead of “goodbye” we say “see you later,” as we 
know Sherryl will continue to help whenever she can. 
 

INTRODUCING OUR NEW STAFF 
Our new Shelter Manager, Doug McDiarmid, came to 
us after working at a large shelter in Brockton, where 
he worked in every aspect of caring for the animals. 
We knew he would bring a lot of energy and 
enthusiasm to the role when he told us that he and a 
handful of employees took on all the duties at his 
previous workplace when they did not have volunteer 
help during the pandemic. During his interview at the 
Medfield Shelter, it was easy to see how much he loves 
animals. We're happy to have Doug join our small staff 
and are sure his experience and passion will be an 
asset. 
 
Adam DeParolesa is our new Sunday assistant. Adam 
is a full-time preschool teacher. He spent several years 
volunteering and working at the Animal Rescue 
League in Dedham where he gained experience 
working with pets, volunteers and school-age kids. 
Adam’s friendly disposition and affection for animals 
are readily apparent! 
 
We’re excited to welcome Doug and Adam to our 
team! 
 

FAREWELL TO GINNY OLSEN 
We were sad to hear that longtime volunteer, Ginny 
Olsen, passed away just one 
week shy of her 100th 
birthday. Ginny was quite a 
character and we all enjoyed 
seeing her at the Shelter. She 
stopped by at least three 
times a week for over twenty 
years. She was our go-to 
person for running errands, 
such as purchasing greens for 
the bunnies. Ginny used the 
same powers of persuasion 
she used in her long real 
estate career to convince the 
produce manager at Shaw’s 
to save the carrot tops for 
her. She was always so upbeat and had a great sense of 
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humor. Every time she was at the Shelter, she made 
sure she visited every cat in our care. Ginny loved cats 
and owned many over her long life. She adopted a few 
shy ones after noticing them eating from the dumpster 
behind her office. She was very special and we are all 
the better for having known her. 
 

WISH LIST ON AMAZON.COM 
We have a wish list on Amazon.com that makes it easy 
to donate items we need.  You can go to Amazon, click 
on Wish List, search for Medfield 
Animal Shelter and you will find a 
list of the items we use most often.  
We tried to choose items that would ship for free if 
your order is over $35. 
 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 
Jeannine Lapin 

When Jeannine walked into the Shelter for her first 
shift in June 2019, she jumped in and made herself 
indispensable. During her Saturday shift, she receives 
and puts away donations, stocks the cat rooms, makes 
cute adoption bags to send home with every cat, does 
an enormous amount of laundry, organizes the storage 
room, and keeps us well-stocked with candy. We refer 
to her as our own Marie Kondo. 
 
Jeannine has worked for State Street Global Markets 
for 15 years as a part 
of the Operations 
Team that supports the 
Trade Desk. She chose 
our shelter because we 
offer volunteer 
positions on the 
weekend. She enjoys 
music, fine dining, and 
a relaxing beer in her 
spare time. 
 
When asked about her love of animals and when it 
started, she shared this: "I didn't have pets growing up 
because my parents weren't interested in owning them. 
I have always loved animals and always wanted pets, 
but it wasn't until I moved in with my husband that I 
was able to have them. We started with two dogs and a 
cat, and once we bought our home in Canton, it 
expanded to three dogs and as many as 17 cats. No 
joke! When I realized we had homeless cats right 
outside our door, I began leaving out food and water, 

which led us to do our own TNR (trap, neuter and 
return) program. Whenever we brought a cat home 
from the vet, we would house it in a two-story cage in 
the house for anywhere from a few days to several 
weeks to get a feel for whether the cat was friendly or 
preferred living outside. Hence 17 cats! Over the years, 
we trapped, neutered and released 32 neighborhood 
cats."  
 
We depend on Jeannine's help and are so grateful for 
the time she devotes to the Shelter weekly. You can 
always tell when she has been there because everything 
is neat and organized. Thank you for being part of the 
team, Jeannine! 
 

PANDEMIC PUPS CREATE  
NEW CHALLENGES 

According to the American Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA), 
more than 23 million American 
households — nearly 1 in 5 
nationwide — adopted a pet 
during the pandemic. Luckily we 
have not experienced the high 
return rate on pets adopted during 
the pandemic that many experts 
feared. Still, we’ve noticed 
that dogs we are taking in now 
are more likely to be untrained or 
display behavioral problems that 
we must address to make them 
adoptable. 
 
When dogs like this come into our care, it is harder to 

match them with new owners, 
which increases the length of time 
they are at the Shelter. With dog 
trainers everywhere booked out 
for months, we consider 
ourselves very fortunate to have 
trainers such as longtime 
volunteer Kate Brady, Sheila 
Kamath from Integral Dog 

Training and Christina Taddei from Alpha Dog K9 
Training willing to help when they can. 
  
But we mainly rely on a small group of volunteers that 
invest many hours taking the harder-to-place dogs for long 
hikes, teaching them basic commands, treating them to an 
occasional Puppuccino at Starbucks, or fostering them to 
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give them a break from the Shelter. A few of the dogs we 
placed this year spent six weeks in our care waiting for the 

right owners to come along, 
which is triple our typical length 
of stay. We are always looking for 
more volunteers that can help out 
with dogs. We are sure adopted 
pups Odin, Maggie, Moon, Eddie 
(he spent 11 weeks in a foster 
home), and Dax are grateful for 
our volunteers who helped get 
them to the point that they were 

adoptable enough to be matched with new families.  
 

HAPPY TAILS 

         Maggie at the beach 
Solstice napping 

                           Popsicle and Gelato 
 

          Meowy 

         Nicky turns 20 
 
 

   Ganache and Cocoa Bean 

Splash and Puddles 
 
 

 
    Hono (formerly Hershey) 

 
 

Jonah 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
                                          

Buzz and his Golden Retriever                                     
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  PEOPLE & BUSINESSES TO THANK 
• MRN Diagnostics, Franklin for collecting cash 

and items from our wish list 
• Medfield Boy Scout Troop 89 for donating 

proceeds from their 26th Christmas tree/wreath 
pick-up 

• Beginning Years 
Child Development 
Center, Medfield for 
hosting a lemonade 
stand to benefit the 
Shelter 

• Express Business 
Center, Medfield for 
collecting Shelter 
donations 

• Medfield Lions Club 
for their donation from their Christmas tree sale 

• Scotty Cameron, Walpole High School's 
National Honor Society President, for donating a 
portion of the ticket sales from his class’s Mini 
Golf fundraiser 

• Powisset Farm 4-H Club, Dover for collecting 
food and litter 

• Life’s a Pooch, Medfield 
for donating proceeds 
from their Medfield Day 
fundraiser 

• Olivia Price for donating 
the proceeds from her 
senior project 

• John Zembron for his 
homemade dog biscuit 
fundraiser 

• Lauren Barbo and Jr’s Paws for a Cause for 
hosting very 
successful 
Yappy Hour 
and 
Barktoberfest 
events with 
proceeds 
benefiting our 
Shelter 

• Lynn from Loyal Companion, Medway for 
donating a dog grooming 

• New ‘N Towne Club of Medfield for their 
donation 

• Andy Costello’s violin students for their 
“Pennies for Pets” fundraiser 

• Caroline Mundy for 
donating the proceeds 
from her senior project 

• Canine Company for 
their Giving Tuesday 
donation 

• Rocky’s Ace Hardware 
for their Annual Holiday 
Pet Drive to benefit the 
Shelter 

• Truly’s of Wellesley for their “Pup Cup” 
contribution 

• Missing Dogs of MA for their grant to benefit 
Shelter dogs 

• Happy Tails Doggy 
Daycare, Franklin for a 
donation of many dog 
supplies 

• Brownie Troop 70612, 
Holliston for their 
donation of cookie sales 
proceeds 

• Girl Scout Troop 69047, 
Dover for their donation 

• Girl Scout Troop 83164, Medfield for their 
donation of cookie sales proceeds 

 
THANKS TO OUR VETERINARIANS 

We want to acknowledge our appreciation of our 
partnering veterinarians for their kindness, generosity 
and expertise. Thank you very much to: 

• West Street Veterinary Clinic, Medfield 
• Millis Animal Hospital, Millis 
• Rosario Delgado-Lecaroz, DVM, Upton 
• Commonwealth Veterinary Hospital, Newton 
• Tufts Luke & Lily Lerner Spay/Neuter Clinic, 

Grafton 
• Holmes Family Veterinary Clinic, Walpole 
• Tufts Veterinary Emergency & Specialties, 

Walpole 
 

SOME OF OUR MANY SUPPORTERS 
 

 
Powisset  
Farm 
4-H Club 
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MORE OF OUR MANY SUPPORTERS 
 

 Handmade Bracelet             
      Sale Donation    

    Birthday Donations 
 

Boy Scout Troop 89  
      $500 Donation 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                      
             Brownie Donation 

 
 

 
 
 
                          Birthday Donations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friendship 
Bracelets 
Proceeds 
                           Norfolk 9th Graders Confirmation    
                                              Donation 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                 Medfield High Senior Donation 



THANK YOU FOR CARING ABOUT THE ANIMALS! 
 

The Medfield Animal Shelter has once again been given a very special opportunity. A small group of 
kind and generous donors have offered to match all donations made between November 15, 2022 
and January 15, 2023 — up to $25,000. Please take advantage of this exceptional opportunity to help 
us raise the funds needed to continue our mission to save animals in 2023! 
 
************************************************************************************ 
 
Donor’s Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:__________________________________________________________  State:_______ Zip:____________ 
 
Email address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
(We will only use your email address to send donation receipts by email in order to reduce our donation 
processing labor. We will not use or share your email address for any other purpose.) 
 

q  Check here if you would prefer a printed donation receipt instead of an email donation receipt   
 
Would you like to make a donation as a gift, in honor of a friend, or in memory of an animal lover?   
 
q  My gift is in honor of  ______________________________________________________________  
 
q My gift is in memory of _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Please send acknowledgement to: 
 
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
City:_________________________________________________________  State:_______ Zip:_____________ 
 
Occasion: (birthday, gift, etc.) __________________________________________________________________ 
 
************************************************************************************ 
PREFER TO DONATE ONLINE?  You can make a donation from our website, MedfieldShelter.com, 
by clicking on the Donate link. Or go directly to MedfieldShelter.com/donate 
 
DOES YOUR COMPANY MATCH CHARITABLE GIFTS?  Many companies will match 
charitable contributions made by their employees. If your company has a qualifying program, request a 
matching gift form from your employer and your donation can help even more pets. 
 
CARE TO DONATE STOCK?  Donations of stock are tax deductible at their full market value and 
eliminate the need to pay capital gains tax. E-mail medfieldshelter@gmail.com to learn more.   

Medfield Animal Shelter 
P.O. Box 271 

Medfield MA 02052
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